


DIRECTV HR54 GENIE

Special thanks to Signal Labs member hdtvfanO001 who graciously provided images to this review and to reviews at iamanedgecutter.com.

could be hiding a big secret. The HR54 Genie DVR
looks an awful lot like an HR44, but inside it's completely different. It's based on
the latest Genie architecture, but with a twist that wasn't quite ready for testing
when we got our look at the prototype. It is certainly the most advanced DVR ever
from DIRECTYV, but it's also missing key features from HR44 and early DVRs. It's
a bit of a contradiction, so let's look a little closer.

HR54 Genie at a Glance

Essentially the same as last year's  * 1 Terabyte Hard Drive
HR44 Genie DVR, the HR54 Genie  * 5 Tuners
brings the same look, the same specs, and e 200 Hour Recording Capacity

very little else. It is designed for the simplest . .
and most common installation while doing HDMI, Optical, and Coax Audio out

away with obsolete features like caller ID. * 10-pin connector for legacy A/V
- * Redesigned front and side panels
The HR54 Genie is quiet, fast, and runs cool.

There doesn’t seem to be a lot of reason to : R_F and I_R R?mote capable
upgrade, except for one question.. e Picture-in-Picture

e Works with:
e AM21 Antenna module

* all Genie Clients
The answer to that question may explain a e DIRECTV Heady TVs

lot about the HRb54 Genie DVR. .
« 21v power to SWM dish

Why does it require 7 SWM channels
for only 5 tuner recording capability?
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THE HR54 GENIE IN DETAIL

The HR54 has most of the same
capabilities as the HR44, but does
away with several obsolete and
unnecessary parts in the interest
of speed. Externally it's a very close
cousin to the HR44, but don't try to
use the front buttons. Gone is the
touch-sensitive front panel, replaced
by a single physical button similar to
that found on the C41 Genie Mini
Client. There's a record light just to
the right, but the rest of the front
panel is nothing but sheer black.

The access card and reset button
have been relocated to the side, and
the front loses its (useless) USB port.

Looking at the back of the HRb4,
there are a few things missing.
There's no phone jack, meaning caller
ID issues are a thing of the past.
DIRECTV was rumored to have been
experiencing problems with third-
party VOIP systems and that may be
the reason the phone line was finally
dropped. Or, maybe it's just a nod to
the fact that people don't use landline
phones much anymore.

The component and composite
connections from the HR44 are
gone, replaced by a single connector.
This 10-pin jack can be used for the
H2510PIN or 10PINCOMPOS
cables if you do need to connect
another TV. Luckily, optical audio still
remains, as does the USB connector
for the AM21 antenna module. The
HR54 uses the same EPS44 power
supply as other Genie DVRs.

The HR54 is capable of providing
21voutputto power a SWM-enabled
dish. Voltage is provided only when
a dish is present, and this DVR will
not power an external SWM.
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WAIT A MINUTE...

Did you notice what it said under the coax input? It says In tests, the
HRb4 acted just like any other b-tuner DVR. DIRECTV isn't known for putting
typos on its products so there has to be another explanation. DIRECTV engineers
were tight-lipped about the use of additional SWM channels. Putting the HR54
into a DIRECTV system with only b available slots didn't cause an error, either.

The rumor is that this is the first DVR capable of recording satellite-delivered 4K,
and that somehow those other SWM channels would be used. It's been suggested
that the bandwidth needed for a full-resolution 4K image might exceed what's
available over a SWM channel, and that multiple channels bonded together might
be needed for such a broadcast. For now, it's all a big secret.
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GENERAL IMPRESSIONS

The HRb4 Genie performed flawlessly in tests. It works with the AM21 antenna module, connects over Wi-Fi,
and worked with a variety of older equipment in the network. Like other Genies, it works in both IR and RF
remote mode at the same time. Unfortunately, it's a little louder than the HR44, but only slightly. It's a little
more possible to hear the thump-thump of the hard drive as it works, but compared to the hard drive of an
HR21 or the gigantic fan of an HR34, it's practically silent.

For those who were hoping for a quantum jump to 8 tuners or more, the HR54 is bound to be a disappointment,
and certainly folks with older systems or who really enjoyed caller ID will be a little bummed by the lack of
connections on the back. The same people might be saddened by the 1TB hard drive inside, even though
it still amounts to 200 hours of HD recording. An external eSATA port could let you expand that to almost
limitless numbers.

The HRbH4 has felt noticeably snappier than an HR44 Genie and part of that may be the lack of support for
older technologies. There's only so much processor time to go around. At least some people here at The Solid
Signal Blog will be glad to know that the HR54 still supports PIF, even though the feature isn't incredibly
popular.

While the HRB4 Genie may one day be capable of recording 4K broadcasts, there is some question as to whether
or not it will be able to display 4K. Early diagnostic tests revealed that the output of the Genie is still HDMI 1.x. It
wasn't possible to tell whether the hardware exists to turn on HDMI 2.0 for the full 4K/60 experience, but if the
HR54 does get HDMI 2.0 later it wouldn't be the first time DIRECTV pulled this sort of capability change on an
existing receiver. That's the
thing, without 4K capability
in the sky it's impossible
to know what any piece of
hardware is truly going to
be capable of.

Al in all.. the HR54 comes Solid Signal's HANDS ON Review: DIRECTV HR54 HD DVR

across as evolutionary, not SOLID SIGNALS...
revolutionary, at least until

the mystery of its 7-channel
SWM  requirement s [
resolved. It's faster, more

efficient and simpler than
any DVR before it, and

even for people with older R E&W

it doesn't sacrifice much

systems. It's a worthy =

addition to any DIRECTV DIRECTV HR54 Genie HD DVR
system, but you might want
to consider making sure
you have seven available
SWM channels. You know,

justin case.

5 ©2015, SolidSignal.com Reproduction is permitted provided copyright information is intact.


http://www.solidsignal.com
https://youtu.be/Ef6TXe2jqrw

SolidSignal.com IS your source mj / ] q / ’)

for DIRECTV equipment, supplies,

and support. We have over 10 years'’ # [[77_\’/ b ] é
experience in installing and supporting n L

satellite equipment. Our technical staff
i ' | %@ -
is ready to answer all your questions! T oo

N,
Xpertss NA g,

TV A
tenngy
& Suppiin Satelljgq

EVulp,,, ent

equipment and supplies for

the high-end installer or t
do-it-yourselfer! R

SiGua,
oo L Proy,
Suppii2l0oBy, parovides
PPlics, Ghs roducts ingrodicts ang .
Vigation, e HDTY 5odvice 24 5
L) L] ¥stems, mggren,m Satar"’a”-*'/ N
© and i tllite go 7 days o -
Uppliey o

SHop -
By BR4, i3 2k
S, t, 50 thap
KD . ”""Gllmif;‘glg/r Eearal;m Omers .
s

.

is your source for R

Tong! 5, Mdeg s, INd gy ”

2 4 - h our su p po rt ! ( . Uppligs. @i?\m:;f;{%?:y T—
11 “

levisinn 2 and
1 Moypge deg
Tng

2 S s
o POl o £

GrovP,
g\q::}\, e 5
e

ol
ot
ignsh T due
g‘,)a\\ﬁ%, o o

—~ - ‘Welcome, Stuart Sweet  Notifications = My Profile  Settings  Log Out
,
i

S22 L OG
S00=0500L
THE STUFF YOUNEED TOKNOW  PUBLISHING SINCE 2007

Leam about Signal Connect |

hek for Google Search

Torum | What's New | Shop Solid Signal | Shop Signal Marine
Whas Tresh Today HotDeals Reviews ProductMews Tulorish Ofher Nows Podcasts Guest Bogoers

EIE-Mal | Follow [ vm& aTopic|

Create| Anigie

3 Click Balow for Suppart!

DOWNLOADABLE

GUIDES:REVIEWS

% SELF-HELP VIDEOS
GEN

BLOG.SOLIDSIGNALCOM is [ "ID ii=ioant| TRy . //duiSidhs
your information destination ”\@V\_A | [’“"’%‘R’&ﬁ‘&é@%

fo r n ews’ revi ews, a n d ti ps ! .Find the beat movies easily with your DIRECTV remote

The best enlerfainment is just a few bution pushe

3 Top 10 Articles

Does Ken Reid buy into the 60s

Reproduction is permitted provided copyright information is intact.

©2015, SolidSignal.com


http://www.solidsignal.com
http://blog.solidsignal.com
http://forums.solidsignal.com
http://www.solidsignal.com
http://www.solidsignal.com
http://www.blog.solidsignal.com

