Solid Signal’s

HANDS ON
REVIEW
Televes Yagi B-III VHF Antenna

Most TV channels have moved to UHF,
but what if you have one that hasn’t?

You could use the Televes DAT790 Mix and that’s a great UHF/VHF antenna. What if
you want to take it a step further? If you want truly superior VHF performance, you’ll want a
separate VHF antenna that you can combine with a UHF antenna. That’s where the Yagi BIII
comes in. You’ll get VHF performance as good as any large VHF antenna and you can point
the antenna directly at the towers for the best result.
Before choosing an antenna, ask the following questions:
• Do any of your channels broadcast in the VHF-High range (Channels 7-13?)
• How far away can this antenna be from the broadcast towers?
• Do I have a roof or attic space where I can mount an antenna?
• Can I install this antenna myself?
• Do I need an antenna that will stand up to the elements?
• How important is price?
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The antenna itself

The antenna itself looks very
similar to older yagi-style
antennas from when you were
a kid. The active element, the
part that actually receives the
signals, is the loop near the
edge of the picture. The other
elements focus the signal
back on that loop so it gets
the best possible reception.
With

Televes,

you

know

you’re getting quality. In these
closeups, you see the highquality aluminum and plastic
that is used for this antenna.
It’s hard to really get the
sense of quality from a photo
but really it’s very impressive.
Nothing feels flimsy or poorly
made. This antenna is going
to stand up to the elements.
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Installation
Televes antennas mount to a mast using a hybrid
adjustable clamp system that puts the antenna
slightly off center on a mast so it can be mounted
slightly lower. This reduces stress on the mast and
makes the antenna less likely to rotate in high winds
compared to antennas that mount to the top of the
mast. This clamp system is common to all Televes
antennas and so if you’re adding this antenna to an
existing Televes installation you’re already familiar
with it. The clamp can be adjusted to allow the
antenna to tilt up and down about 5 degrees before
being locked in, and in addition to a toothed bar as
you generally see on this sort of antenna, there’s also
a notched, ribbed steel piece on the opposite side of
the bar to help the antenna stay where you put it.

Who is Televes?
They’re not a well-known company in the US... yet. Solid Signal chose to partner with Televes after an
extensive worldwide search because Televes stands for the same things we stand for: quality, performance,
and customer satisfaction. Televes is based in Spain and designs and manufacturers all their products in
Europe. The manufacturing quality is far above other similar products.
The company has been around since 1958 and is a worldwide leader in antennas, satellite products and
test equipment. They’re used by all the major satellite companies for their own test and measurement
systems.
If you think Televes products look similar to Chinese-made products, there’s a reason for that; they’re
the most popular antenna brand in Europe and therefore an easy target for reverse-engineering. The
difference is obvious when you actually get your hands
on an antenna, though. This is a solidly-built product
designed to last for years.
Solid Signal is the exclusive direct retailer and distributor
of Televes products in the US and we’ve worked hard to
bring Televes antennas to our customers at a price that
compares to much lower-quality antennas.
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Testing and Performance
Televes Yagi BIII Performance
relative to 3' bare wire
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Performance on this antenna was
absolutely outstanding in the VHF band.
Despite the fact that our lab is over 50
miles from the towers, the VHF reception
actually maxed out the meter. Gain was
outstanding and comparable to the
largest VHF antenna we sell. There was
an unexplained peak in the UHF band,
however, as you can see above. This
wouldn’t be a problem because you’re
probably going to combine this antenna
with another one and use a combiner
that separates VHF and UHF bands.
Televes mast-mounted amplifiers
are perfect for this purpose.
Because of the odd bump in the UHF
range, we got the official results from
the lab, which you can see here. You
can see in their results that most of
the reception takes place in the VHF
band. Official testing results do not
replicate this bump, so it’s hard to know
what your results will end up being. It
should not be a problem however, since
a combiner can easily filter out the UHF
reception leaving only clean VHF.

Should you buy this antenna?
This antenna is for people with a specific need. If you have one channel in the vHFHigh range that’s giving you trouble, especially if it’s located in a different direction
from other stations, this antenna will work for you. It is a great complement to a longrange UHF antenna with a narrow beam width. It’s compact and can be mounted on
the same mast as another antenna.

Shop for the Televes Yagi BIII antenna today!
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SolidSignal.com is your source
for DIRECTV equipment, supplies,
and support. We have over 10 years’
experience in installing and supporting
satellite equipment. Our technical staff
is ready to answer all your questions!

visit SOLIDSIGNAL.COM
for the best selection of
equipment and supplies for
the high-end installer or
do-it-yourselfer!
FORUMS.SOLIDSIGNAL.COM
is your source for
24-hour support!

BLOG.SOLIDSIGNAL.COM is
your information destination
for news, reviews, and tips!
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